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Session Agenda

1. Climate Change: Framing & Context
2. Sustainability: Framing & Context
3. Climate Change, Sustainability & Judaism
4. Hazon Seal of Sustainability
5. Activity: Values into Practice
6. Reflection & Closing
 



Session Goals

1. Introduce the Hazon Seal of Sustainability program

2. Learn why sustainability & climate change are 
relevant to us

3. Understand Judaism as a source of sustainable 
inspiration

4. Think about how we can become more sustainable 
communities 



Climate Change 

● Greenhouse Gases – gases that trap heat in the 
atmosphere

● Global Warming – rise in average temperatures 
near the Earth’s surface

● Climate Change – a significant change in the 
climate throughout an extended period of time

The heating of the earth’s surface causes a change 
in climate patterns 





QUESTION:

95% of wasted food in the US ends up in 
landfills and contributes to producing this 

climate-change causing gas. 

Climate Change Quiz



ANSWER:
Methane



QUESTION:

This everyday activity reduces the 
amount of solid waste you produce 

ending up in landfills and provides you 
with natural fertilizer. 

Climate Change Quiz



 ANSWER:
Composting



Sustainability

● Sustainability – "Development that meets the needs 
of the present without compromising the ability of 
future generations to meet their own needs." 
Brundtland Report for the World Commission on Environment and Development (1992)

● mid-20th century – start of the environmental 
movement 

● international teams of climate scientists, Earth Day, 
sustainable companies worldwide, etc.



Sustainability 

QUESTION:

When is the best time to plant a fruit tree? 



 ANSWER:
10 years ago



 Emissions & Days of Rest



Moral Obligations

● Do we have moral obligations (“duties”) to 
mitigate (reduce) our climate change impact? 

● Why would this be important or relevant to us:
– as individuals?

– as community members?

– as a Jewish population?

 



Provides a clear roadmap to enable 
Jewish institutions to become healthier 

and more sustainable through 
education, action, and advocacy.



U.S. Seal Sites

2016 Sites

Spring 2017 Sites

 

 

 Fall 2017 Sites

Winter 2018 Sites

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 
 

 



Global Hakhel Communities



• >13 U.S. states 
• 500+ energy efficient light 

bulbs installed
• 120,000 pounds of waste 

diverted 
• 10+ garden beds planted
• >4,500 children 

participated in Jewish 
environmental 
programming

• access to informational 
webinars

• mini grant 
• international network
• resource bank

Hazon Seal – by the Numbers



Seal Organization Requirements

1) Add section to Hakhel Work Plan about Hazon Seal of 
Sustainability
– set one target area around environmental sustainability & 

make meaningful progress on your goal 
2) Discuss sustainability goal with your consultant & share work 
plan with seal@hazon.org 
3) Eligible for additional mini-grant funding – USD $250-$500 – 
upon review
4) Submit sustainability efforts in report for Hakhel program; 
eligible for certification in 2019



PEARLSTONE SUSTAINABILITY



• Community engagement
• Pearlstone Sustainability Coalition
• Environmental advocacy
• Large scale solar with Baltimore Jewish 

Federation
• Green loan fund administration

Community 
Sustainability 

• Operational efficiency (e.g., energy, water, 
waste)

• Green Wellness Team
• On-site solar
• Programs, education, and guest 

sustainability
• Sustainability Strolls

Pearlstone 
Sustainability

Department of Community 
Sustainability



Energy



Building

• Four season 2-story 
4-bedroom home 

• Conventional stick 
framed 1260 sq. ft. cabin

• Clay plaster walls and 
recycled 
denim/recycled 
newspaper insulation



Waste Prevention



Call Me!

Joan D. Plisko, PhD
Community Sustainability 
Director
410-500-5378
jplisko@pearlstonecenter.org



Kibbutz Detropia

• Community center in Detroit, Michigan
• Green Team Leader: Sky Brown
• Fall 2017 Hazon Seal of Sustainability Site
• 2018 Hakhel Cohort 3 community
• Located in Detroit
• Planned projects:

1) obtaining a solar powered pump

2) getting off the grid

3) install new efficient windows OR get chickens 
and goats

















Activity: Values into Practice

 Instructions:
(15 min)
- review the texts on handout pg 1
- pick 2-3 texts to discuss in pairs 

(discussion questions on pg 2)
(15 min)
- fill in pg 2 for your own 

community
- if you have time, explore pgs 3 & 4
- fill in pg 3 with your community 



• share features of your ideal sustainable JIC 
• what are some limitations?
• what do you hope to gain from becoming a 

sustainable community? 

As individuals what each of us can do to 
address climate change is a drop in the bucket. 
But as communities working together we can 

fill the bucket. 

•

Reflection



Questions?

Contact:
seal@hazon.org 
212-644-2332 x 363



Sample 
Seal Site 
Projects



Sample 
Seal Site 
Projects


