Devarim

Traceability

By Michael Ragozin

When Jews meet for the first time, it’s not uncommon to ask, “Where’s your family from?”  We might follow up with, “And how did you get here?”  Knowing each other’s roots and migration story immediately creates a relationship.

The importance of origin and journey in Jewish tradition begins with the Torah.  One example of this is found in this week’s parsha, Devarim.  Moses retells the Israelites’ journey from Mt. Sinai to Moab, their final stopping point on the way to the Promised Land.  Before proceeding, the Israelites must know from where they came, and how they reached this place.
A similar concern with origin and journey applies to food.  We call this traceability, the measure of how close or how distant one is from one's food.  Distance is not measured in miles, but how well we know the story – from seeding to cultivation to harvesting to transportation - of how our food arrived on our plate.  Given the importance of origin and journey in our social mores and textual tradition, it is no wonder that so many Jews find value in eating locally, particularly through your Hazon CSA.
A CSA maximizes traceability for the shareholder.  We know the farmer’s name and have probably shaken their hands.  We know when the crop was planted, whether rain provided ample water or whether irrigation was necessary, and who picked it.  We know the delivery person, their truck, and that our vegetables were delivered using bio-diesel.  
This high degree of traceability transforms the experience of eating into a meaningful, even spiritual, act.  Perhaps, one day, if we know the origin and history of all that we consume, we, too, will merit to stand on the threshold of our own promised land.
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