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In Parashat Balak we read the famous story of the Moabite king, Balak, who wants the support of the prophet Bilaam.  In exchange for great honor, Bilaam was asked to curse the Israelites because the king feared they would consume everything in their path as they made their way toward Eretz Yisrael.  While traveling with the princes of Moab to do the bidding of Balak, at God’s own behest, God sends a divine messenger which Bilaam does not see standing in his path.  The donkey he is riding upon, however, does.

In a tragic, if not comical, display of arrogance, Bilaam strikes the donkey a total of three times after suffering personal injury and humiliation.  And as if nothing were particularly strange of it, God opens her mouth and Bilaam’s donkey says, “Am I not your donkey which you’ve ridden, upon me, from when you started until this day?  Have I been accustomed to do this to you?”   

It is striking that the donkey can see what the prophet cannot.  Rashi, the 11th century French commentator, notes that God gave animals the ability to see and comprehend things which human beings cannot.  According to Rashi, we would lose our minds if we could see the things animals can see.  Divine messenger or not, Bilaam truly had no choice but to trust the donkey upon which he rode from when he started—a donkey who had guided him safely and with good intention. 

When we rely on our local growers to provide us with our produce we must do so with a heavy dose of trust.  As members of CSAs, we don’t always know exactly what we’re going to get.  Many times, farmers and gardeners never know exactly what they’re going to get.  Those who grow our food rely on their knowledge, expertise, intuition, and a good deal of trust.  Had Bilaam trusted his donkey’s instinct, he wouldn’t have had to go through the pain and embarrassment.  Like a trustworthy companion, we have to rely on those who grow and sustain our food.  Like our growers, we must also trust the earth and trust God to provide for us what we need in each season.  Sometimes the human instinct is to fight back, but the key to successful gardening and farming, and to a successful kitchen experience with a CSA, is to trust the earth and those who grow our food.  

