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Read	
  below	
  to	
  hear	
  all	
  about	
  the	
  Learning	
  Lab	
  launch	
  at	
  Congregation	
  Rodef	
  Sholom	
  in	
  Berkeley,	
  CA	
  in	
  their	
  
own	
  words:	
  
	
  
On	
  Sunday,	
  Oct.	
  6,	
  2013,	
  13	
  families	
  who	
  participate	
  in	
  the	
  Kol	
  HaMishpacha	
  family	
  school	
  program	
  at	
  
Congregation	
  Rodef	
  Sholom	
  joined	
  to	
  launch	
  a	
  year	
  of	
  study	
  based	
  on	
  the	
  Hazon	
  Min	
  Ha'Aretz	
  and	
  Home	
  for	
  
Dinner	
  curricula.	
  	
  We	
  welcomed	
  23	
  adults,	
  including	
  a	
  visiting	
  grandma	
  and	
  aunt,	
  and	
  21	
  children	
  to	
  the	
  
Learning	
  Lab	
  Launch!	
  	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
 
 
 
 
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  

	
  
	
  
	
  
	
  

Staff	
  greeted	
  families	
  at	
  the	
  
synagogue	
  entrance	
  and	
  
nametags	
  were	
  made	
  together.	
  
Healthy	
  snacks	
  were	
  set	
  out	
  in	
  
the	
  courtyard	
  so	
  children	
  and	
  
adults	
  could	
  gather	
  and	
  
schmooze.	
  Kol	
  HaMishpacha	
  
veteran	
  families	
  and	
  
newcomers	
  enjoyed	
  
refreshments	
  and	
  introduced	
  
themselves	
  to	
  one	
  another.	
  
	
  

Cantor	
  Margulies	
  led	
  
everyone	
  in	
  
singing	
  Shehecheyanu,	
  the	
  
blessing	
  on	
  new	
  things,	
  to	
  
begin	
  our	
  new	
  year	
  and	
  
program.	
  Then	
  we	
  made	
  the	
  
blessing	
  "La'asok	
  b'dvrei	
  
Torah"	
  which	
  starts	
  each	
  
session.	
  
	
  

After	
  the	
  blessings,	
  parents	
  left	
  for	
  
adult	
  orientation	
  and	
  learning.	
  
Meanwhile	
  all	
  children	
  introduced	
  
themselves	
  and	
  shared	
  their	
  favorite	
  
ice	
  cream	
  flavor.	
  Even	
  the	
  youngest	
  
had	
  a	
  favorite!	
  
	
  
	
  

Then	
  the	
  children	
  were	
  divided	
  into	
  3	
  age-­‐group	
  classes…	
  
	
  

For	
  the	
  youngest	
  children	
  (K-­‐2nd	
  
grade)	
  Evi	
  Rachelson	
  read	
  the	
  

Amy	
  Kassiola	
  led	
  the	
  3rd	
  and	
  4th	
  
graders	
  in	
  yarn	
  ball	
  and	
  a	
  name	
  
game.	
  They	
  talked	
  about	
  the	
  

For	
  the	
  oldest	
  group	
  (5th-­‐6th	
  grade)	
  
Lisa	
  Bialkin	
  played	
  icebreaker	
  

Parents	
  and	
  students	
  were	
  reunited	
  
in	
  the	
  Social	
  Hall	
  and	
  asked	
  to	
  stand	
  
under	
  a	
  sign	
  that	
  represented	
  their	
  
individual	
  food	
  preference:	
  Kosher,	
  
Vegetarian,	
  Gluten-­‐free/Food	
  
allergies,	
  Vegan.	
  One	
  parent	
  added	
  
an	
  additional	
  category	
  to	
  
"Omnivore,"	
  which	
  became	
  the	
  most	
  
popular	
  category.	
  	
  	
  

Adults	
  met	
  with	
  Claire	
  and	
  
Irene	
  who	
  welcomed	
  new	
  
parents	
  to	
  the	
  group	
  with	
  a	
  go-­‐
round	
  about	
  family	
  dinner	
  
memories.	
  	
  They	
  shared	
  
information	
  about	
  the	
  goals	
  of	
  
family	
  education,	
  Kol	
  
HaMishpacha,	
  and	
  an	
  overview	
  
of	
  the	
  Hazon	
  curriculum.	
  	
  
Study	
  b'chevruta	
  using	
  Parent	
  
Thought	
  Cards	
  provided	
  food	
  
for	
  discussion.	
  
	
  


